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 N° 60 
 July-August 2007 
  

 
 

MEDITERRANEE 
AUDIOVISUELLE 
Monthly Newsletter 

 
 

Last issue before the holidays, and a promise is a promise, therefore we propose you a 
special issue devoted to the selection of the International Prize for Mediterranean 
Documentary and Reportage held in Marseilles. A focus on the 21 selected films, with a 
summary and their authors’ biography. 
 
You will also find this selection on the CMCA’s website, www.cmca-med.org. 
A website changing its image, more informative, easier to read and to access, we hope 
it will be of greater help. Do not hesitate to fill in the suggestions form on the website 
(bottom of the page), we’d like to have your opinion. 
 
Next issue of Méditerranée Audiovisuelle, in September. In the meantime, have a happy 
holiday and best of luck for those who stay! 
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12th Edition of the International Prize for Mediterrane an  
Documentary and Reportage 

 
 
 
The Prize selection jury have met in Marseilles from June 22 to 25, 2007. 
It was composed of: 
 

- Nathalie Abou Isaac  (In charge of production for the Regional Centre for the 
Mediterranean - Marseilles) 

- Jeanne Baumberger-Biscioni  (In charge of the film column for the Hebdo - 
Marseilles) 

- Marion Brun  (CMCA - Marseilles) 
- Victor Carrera  (TV3 International Relations Director - Spain) 
- Denis Chevallier  (Chief curator, Museum of European and Mediterranean 

Civilisations - Marseilles) 
- Achille Chiappe  (Filmmaker - Marseilles) 
- Valérie Gerbault  (CMCA - Marseilles) 
- Marie-Christine Hélias  (Archive communication, INA Méditerranée - Marseilles) 
- Abdelmajid Jallouli  (Filmmaker - Tunisia) 
- Agnès Jamonneau  ( Filmmaker- Paris) 
- Mireille Maurice  (Delegate INA Méditerranée - Marseilles) 
- Paolo Morawski  (RAI-CMCA Prize Art Director - Italy) 
- Martine Viglione  (CMCA General Director - Marseilles) 

 
The CMCA has received 286 films, from 28 different countries: 99 documentaries have 
competed in the Challenges category, 65 in Memories, 63 in First Creation, and 59 in 
Art, Heritage and Cultures.  
 
After four days of viewing, 21 films have been selected for the final phase in Italy. 
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This year, 6 Prizes will be awarded, the "traditional" four: 
 
- CMCA "Mediterranean Challenges" Grand Prize (worth 6000 €) 
This prize is awarded to the best film (documentary or reportage) on a current Mediterranean 
topic. It identifies works that foster a better understanding of the present situation in the 
Mediterranean area. It rewards the filmmaker’s ability to question and relate current events 
as well as to be attentive to the protagonists.  
 
- "Memories of the Mediterranean" (Worth 5000 €) 
This prize is awarded to the documentary which, in its treatment, with or without archives, 
most successfully places historical events into a present day context, connecting individual or 
collective history of the men and women of the Mediterranean and its symbolic locations.  
 
- Mediterranean Prize "First Creation" (Worth 5000 €)  
The prize recognizes the talent of a filmmaker who made no more than three documentaries. 
Works produced as part of a school or training course will also be able to participate.  
  
- "Art, Heritage and Cultures of the Mediterranean" ( Worth 5000 €)  
This prize rewards the documentary that best helps to highlight the artistic expression (music, 
fine arts, performing, visual arts), heritage (site, monument, work of art, archaeology, 
architecture) and any other expressions of the Mediterranean culture (folklore, tradition). 
�

 
 
 
And two novelties for this 12th edition: a Prize for the best magazine, the "Faro d’Oro"  
and a Jury’s Special Award . 
 
THE FARO D’ORO conveys the will to put TV magazines under a spotlight, next to the 
documentary and reportage genres always highlighted by the Prize since its creation. 
We have listed more than 70 TV magazines that may enter the competition in the Faro d’Oro 
category, whether or not it is by a television from the Mediterranean basin, as long as it is on 
a Mediterranean topic.  
The Faro d’Oro will reward the best TV magazine dealing with current affairs (society, 
geopolitics, environment, economy, culture).  
This award will take into account the quality of the magazine conception, its work of 
investigation, its contents, and the way it is presented. 
 
The selection for this category is not yet complete d; a special jury will meet in 
September to select the finalist magazines. 
 
The other novelty of this 2007 edition is the creation of a Jury’s Special Award. 
This Award, worth 5000 €, could reward a film particularly distinguished by the Jury members 
and which has not already been rewarded in the five official categories. 
 
 
Three broadcasting Prizes could be awarded among the finalist works: 
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�  "RAI TRE Mediterranean" Prize , all categories together. 
 
� "ENTV Mediterranean" Prize , all categories together. 

 
�  "RAI SAT Cinema Mediterranean" Prize , all categories together��

 
These prizes will be awarded by unquestionable decision of the TV channels spokespersons. 
The broadcasting of these winning works will be specifically agreed between the channel and 
the authors of the winning film. 
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SELECTION FOR THE FINAL PHASE 
 
 

"Mediterranean Challenges" 
 
 

 
Ces filles-là (These girls) 
Directing: Tahani Rached - 2006 - 68 minutes 
Production: Studio Masr - Egypt 
 
 
Ces filles-là plunges us into the universe of teenage girls 
living on the streets of Cairo, a universe of violence and 
oppression as well as freedom. Woman-child, young 
mother, teenager… Tata, Mariam, Abir and Dounia live 
only in the present, by necessity. Their days are filled with 

threats, fights, dance, laughing… and solidarity. It is also the story of their encounter with 
Hind, a practising, veiled Muslim, animated by the universal principles of respect for every 
person. This film shows a world invisible to indifferent eyes, but whose existence testifies to 
the vital and secret resorts of society. 
 
 
Tahani Rached was born in Cairo, in 1947. She graduates from the Montreal Fine Arts 
School before she actively engages in community organisations and then in cinema. She 
starts her career as a filmmaker in 1973 with Pour faire changement (to make a change), a 
documentary produced by Le Vidéographe. In 1976, she implements with the Suco a video 
production unit for the Tunisian Federation of amateur filmmakers. As a full-time filmmaker in 
the Office National du Film in Canada from 1981 till 2004, she directs some twenty-films. In 
2005, she directs in Egypt her latest film El-Banate Dol (These girls) produced by Studio 
Masr. 
 

Dialogues in the dark  
Directing: Melek Ulagay Taylan - 2006 - 65 minutes 
Production: Melek Ulagay Taylan - Turkey 
 
The two women, Ulla, the camerawoman; and Melek, the 
producer and director, are travelling in the south eastern region 
of Turkey, pursuing the stories of women who are under the 
threat of being killed by their male relatives, because of their 
unapproved relationships with men. The stories they hear from 
the persecuted women, lead them into questioning such 
concepts as honour or shame, the victim and the aggressor, and 
the customs of tribal patriarchal society, which victimizes both the 
male and the female 
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Melek Ulagay Taylan graduated from the Department of English Literature and Creative 
Writing of Istanbul University. She continued her studies in the Political Science Faculty of 
Ankara, obtaining an MA in International Relations. She worked as an Associate Professor in 
the Middle East Technical University – Dept of Humanities, through 1976-1982. After 1982 
she became a free-lance journalist in Istanbul, writing mainly for weekly and monthly 
magazines as well as working as a producer and scriptwriter in Yorum&Publicis, one of the 
major advertising agencies of Turkey. She is also the founder and a board member of the 
Helsinki Citizens Assembly, a major human rights NGO in Turkey. In 1992, she set up 
« Ajans21 », an independent film company, where she is working as a producer and 
scriptwriter. 
 
 
 
 

 
Pickles  
Directing: Dalit Kimor - 2006 - 59 minutes 
Production: Gon Productions Ltd - Israel 
 
This is the story of eight Arab widows who one day 
open a factory producing top quality pickles. These 
Moslem women from Tamra, a northern Israeli Arab 
village, aged from 35 to 50, have never held jobs 
before. As widows, they are condemned to be lonely, 
stay at home and raise their children on a meagre 

stipend from the government. If they re-marry, they will usually have to give up their children. 
In response to their situation, they decide to join forces and set up a little factory to produce 
pickles. 
 
The eight women who didn't know each other before, become a solid support group, and the 
factory becomes their second home. As time goes by, the question as to whether the 
company will manage without a financial backer becomes increasingly pressing. 
 
Dalit Kimor graduated in Psychology, Philosophy and Education at the University of 
Jerusalem. Until 1993, she worked as an editorial coordinator for various documentary shows 
broadcast on Channel 1. Between 1993 and 2003, she directed several reportages for the 
documentary magazines Mabat Sheni (Channel 1) and Uvda (Channel 2).  
Director and scriptwriter of many documentaries, her film Border Land wins the First prize in 
the Investigative Report contest at the Doc-Aviv Festival in 2000. 
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To die in Jerusalem  
Directing: Hilla Medalia - 2007 - 75 minutes 
Production: EJH Productions – Israel/USA 
 
Ever since 17-year-old Rachel Levy, an Israeli, was killed 
four years ago in Jerusalem by a Palestinian suicide 
bomber, her mother Abigail has hardly found a moment of 
peace. She tries to understand what led this 17 years old 
schoolgirl, Ayat al-Akhras, from a Palestinian refugee camp, 
to kill innocent victims. She tries by all means to meet the 

suicide bomber’s mother, but the path is full of pitfalls… 
 
To die in Jerusalem unabashedly explores the Palestinian-Israeli conflict through the 
personal loss of two families. The film's most revealing moment is in an emotionally charged 
meeting between the mothers of the girls, who; despite the similitude of their pains won’t 
manage to overcome their discord. 
 
 
Hilla Medalia, now based in NYC, earned a bachelor’s degree in radio and television from 
Southern Illinois University and a master’s degree in Mass Communications. Recently, she 
was a senior producer of the award-winning documentary 39 Pounds of Love, (2005 Ophir 
Award, “Israeli Oscar”). The film also won “best documentary” at both the 2005 Palm Beach 
and Mill Valley film festivals. In 2004, she won the Angelus Award for her short film 
Daughters of Abraham. 
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Welcome Europa   
Directing: Bruno Ulmer - 2006 - 91 minutes 
Production: Son et lumière - France 
 
Young illegal immigrants looking for asylum and a work in 
Europe are forced to wander, steal and to prostitute 
themselves. They are Romanian, Kurdish or Moroccan and 
wander in Europe, a place that has nothing to do with the 

paradise they have dreamt about. They are young men with no ID or jobs, whose life only 
partakes everyday a little more of survival. First, they resorted to begging, to drug dealing, to 
stealing... then, they were led to heartbreaking choices, to prostitute themselves for a few 
banknotes. In Berlin, in Marseilles, Paris, Amsterdam, Turin and Calais, Bruno Ulmer has 
accompanied some of these men in their slump. A blunt portrait of men losing their points of 
reference and identities. 
 
Bruno Ulmer, born in Fes, Morocco, in 1959, graduated in Medicine and in Business (HEC). 
At first, project manager for a Communication Counselling Agency in Paris, and then head of 
cultural and humanitarian patronage for the Danone Group, he has directed several films or 
documentary series since 1998: La Vie en 8 (1998), Livres de vie, mémoires des humbles 
(2000), Voyages en Méditerranée (2000), Fils de son père (2000), Français d'ici, peuples 
d'ailleurs (2001/2002), Casa Marseille, inch'Allah (2002) and Petites bonnes (2003). He is 
currently preparing a feature film, Fratres, a project for which he has obtained the « Bourse 
d’aide au développement » in 2005 in Monptellier. 
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"Art, Heritage and Cultures of the Mediterranean" 
 
 
 
 
 

Encontros  
Directing: Pierre-Marie Goulet - 2006 -106 minutes 
Production: Costa do Castelo Filmes – Portugal/France 
 
1957. A group of peasants from the village of Peroguarda, 
en Alentejo, come and sing in Porto. The poet António 
Reis, forthcoming director of Tras-Os-Montes and Ana, 
hears them. Thrilled, he goes to Peroguarda, 700km south, 
bringing with a sound recorder. 1959, Michel Giacometti, 

the Corsican man who saved Portuguese traditional music, starts a 30 year quest, during 
which he is going to collect popular culture memories. He is soon to discover the village of 
Peroguarda where he will come back periodically. 1966, the filmmaker Paulo Rocha, one of 
the directors who initiated the Portuguese "cinema novo" with his first film Les Vertes Années 
decides to shoot a second feature film in Furadouro, setting the story among the fisherman 
who fascinated him as a child. A few people amongst others, who belong to an informal tribe 
in which members recognize each other when they meet. 
We follow Pierre-Marie Goulet into a poetic ballad, hypnotic images, characters who take us 
to an « elsewhere » made of colours.  
 
Pierre-Marie Goulet directs since the beginning of the 1970s: Corps Morts, Naissance, O 
Gaule, Ici, Balade, Site, Au Père Lachaise in co-direction with Jean-Daniel Pollet, Plage, 
Faits et Dits de Nasreddin, Polifonias - Paci è Saluta, Michel Giacometti… He is currently 
completing A Casa e a Musica, about Porto’s « City of Music » building, by the architect Rem 
Koolhaas. Scriptwriter, Pierre-Marie GOULET has also translated into French the dialogues 
of Portuguese feature films among which En avant, jeunesse !, Dans la Chambre de Vanda 
and Le Sang by Pedro Costa, Qui es-tu? by João Botelho, La Comédie de Dieu et Les Noces 
de Dieu by João César Monteiro. As a program manager, he was in charge of Um Rio, Duas 
Margens, DocLisboa (2002) and O Olhar de Ulysses. He participates, since 2001, in the 
organisation of the workshops "O Primeiro Olhar" (The first Look), initiation in cinema by 
practising, intended for teenagers between from 10 to 16, organised by the Portuguese 
Association "Os Filhos de Lumière" of which he is the co-founder. 
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Fanfarons, fanfarons (The Brassy Band) 
Directing: Corneliu Gheorghita - 2007 - 52 minutes 
Production: SC Gheorghita SRL - Romania 
 
In Romania, under the communist regime, peasant brass bands 
used to be a part of any event organised in the cities. This is at that 
time that brass bands have had their moment of fame. 
Along with desindustrialisation, the workers’ return to the poverty of 
their village in the countryside, this music, played in weddings, 
christenings, funerals, is the only thing they have left: it is their pride. 
This unique mix of Romanian tradition, military music, Austrian brass 
bands and oriental rhythms (Turkish, Gypsy…) survives in this 
region between Asia and Europe that is Moldavia. A music just like 

its population, full of vim, nostalgia, but definitely “plural”. 
 
 
Corneliu Gheorghita has been teaching since 1991 at the « Ecole supérieure de 
l'Audiovisuel » in Toulouse. He directed eight short-length fiction films, two fiction films 
adapted from Samuel Beckett and has written the scripts of various fictions like La Colline, 
Les fauves, Garantie à vie, and Monsieur Moscu. In 2004, the script Europolis is awarded the 
Prize for Best Script, HBO-Romania 2005. Since 1998, he has been directing many 
documentary films in Romania, as well as experimental films. 
 
 
 
 

Guernica, pintura de guerra  
Directing: Santiago Torres - 2007 - 68 minutes 
Production: Televisio de Catalunya - Spain 
 
70 years ago, German planes bombe the city of 
Guernica under General Franco’s orders. The 
Basque city was reduced to ashes. This attack, 
at the very least, brutal, inspired Picasso who 
gave birth to the work of art “Guernica”. Since 
that day, the painting is considered a universal 

call to rebellion against war barbarism. 
 
 
Santiago Torres has worked as a reporter at the Televisió de Catalunya since1990, for the 
current matters magazine “30 Minuts”, for which he directed more than 50 reportages and 
documentaries. He also covered many conflicts in various regions of the world. His film about 
Joaquín Martinez, a Spaniard sentenced to death in the States, was used by the defence as 
documentary proofs during his trial revision ; Martinez was eventually declared non guilty and 
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eventually freed. Among his awards, he received the Ondas International Prize and the 
Human Rights Prize, presented by the Catalan parliament. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
L’orchestra di Piazza Vittorio  
Directing: Agostino Ferrente - 2006 - 90 minutes 
Production: Pirata Manifatture - Lucky Red - Bianca Film - 
Italy 
 
This is a « diary film » about the creation of the now 
famous Orchestra di Piazza Vittorio, a band born after the 
initiative of Mario Tronco, keyboard of the band Avion 
Travell, and of Agostino Ferrente. Together, they have 

gathered, within a neighbourhood of Rome where Italians are considered an « ethnic 
minority », a group of street musicians (or not) coming from every corner of the world. 
Five years of research, thirty musicians, fifteen nationalities, five operators, four technicians, 
three sound engineers ; a whole neighbourhood, one movie theatre saved, one cultural 
association, one conductor, and one filmmaker for an extraordinary multiethnic mix of stories, 
humanity and music, which for most of them is not just a dream become true, but a choice of 
life, a job, and a family. 
 
 
Agostino Ferrente, filmmaker, producer and art director, was born on October, 28th 1971 in 
Cerignola. Assistant to the directors Silvano Agosti and Nico Cirasola, he gained his first 
recognition in international festivals for his short-length films Poco più della metà di zero in 
1993 and Opinioni di un pirla in 1994. He directed with Giovanni Piperno and produced with 
his Pirata manifatture cinematografiche, two documentaries several times awarded : 
Intervista a mia madre and Il film di Mario. In 2001, he founded in Rome the group Apollo 11 
which is going to save the movie theatre Apollo, a monument in Italy, which was about to be 
turned into a games room. Together with Mario Tronco, from the band Avion Travell, he 
created l’Orchestra di Piazza Vittorio which is to become a film…. 
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 Modou, le joueur de Hang  
Directing: Mino Dutertre - 2007 - 52 minutes 
Production: FTS Productions - France 
 
At a time when progress can’t be imagine other than through speed 
and high technologies, the « Hang » has just been born, a 
percussion instrument made out of a mere iron sheet. Modou 

craved for someone, something that would come from the skies. It wasn’t someone but an 
instrument: the Hang. The Hang and its sounds, Modou and his music, Sufi jazz. Yet, it 
seems that an echo is played from a border to another, following the trip and its myriad of 
languages. The itinerary, then, of a sacred music in a world that is not as uninitiated as 
seems, in between Bern, Paris and Cairo. 
 
Mino Dutertre was born in Angers in 1966. After 12 years spent working as a science 
journalist for TV, she turns to documentary films directing. 
"Modou le joueur de Hang" is her first film. 
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"Memories of the Mediterranean" 
 
 
 
 

Il mio paese  
Directing: Daniele Vicari - 2006 - 113 minutes 
Production: Gregorio Paonessa Vivofilm - Italy 
 
Between 1959 and 1960 one of the greatest documentary-
makers in the history of cinema, Joris Ivens – 
commissioned by Enrico Mattei president of Eni – made a 
film with an emblematic title: Italy is Not a Poor Country. 
Through a long trip, starting from the North just reborn from 

the ruins of the second world conflict, to the South still rural, Ivens told the effort of the 
industrialization of a country on the eve of the economical boom. What has remained today of 
that dream? Between 2005 and 2006 Daniel Vicari travelled again throughout Italy in the 
opposite direction in order to tell the current situation marked by the national economical 
crisis and the consequent loss of international competitiveness. During his trip – from the 
industrial Sicily of Gela and Termini Imerese, passing from Melfi, to the laboratories of Enea 
in Rome, where research on alternative energies are carried out, to a city like Prato, with its 
complex issues of Chinese immigration – Vicari describes a country in difficulty, that is 
changing its structures: together with its decline, the turnaround and new transformations of 
Italy emerge. 
 
 
Daniele Vicari directed his first short-length fiction, Il nuovo, in 1993 and his second, Mari del 
Sud, in 1996. He then directed several documentaries in 1997 and 1999. Then he went back 
to short-length in 2000 with Morto che parla before launching himself into directing his first 
feature film, Velocita Massima in competition at the 59th Festival of Venise. L’orrizonte degli 
eventi is his second feature film. 
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J’en ai vu des étoiles (And I saw stars) 
Directing: Hichem Ben Ammar - 2007 - 75 minutes 
Production: 5/5 Productions - Tunisia 
 
Leafing through the yellowed pages of a prestigious photo 
album, J’en ai vu des étoiles recounts in a chronological way, 
the epic of boxing in Tunisia from the beginning of the last 
century to nowadays. From a decade to another, the boxer’s 
image is perceived as the emblem of the spirit of a period : 
from Hassen El Karrèche, the offal seller with mythological 
strength, passing from the Israeli world champion Young 

Pérez, who made a deep impression on whole generations, or big stars like Sadok Bahri, 
Hédi Tijani, Bill Joe, Rezgui Ben Salah, Omrane Sadok, Tahar Belhassen, to the current 
champion Walid Smichet, settled in Montreal, this documentary paints a series of portraits 
tinged with humanity. Through the diversity of experiences, the true soul and good-natured 
determination that made Tunisian boxing moments of fame are brought back to life. 
 
 
Hichem Ben Ammar was born in Tunis in 1958. Director and producer, he studied film at the 
Fine Arts school of Tunis. He is now a teacher at the « Institut de Presse et des Sciences de 
l’Information » (IPSI). This film lover, successively cine-club host, in charge of the film library, 
director of festival, founding member of the Film Critic Association (ATPCC), has accessed 
directing through advertising and institutional films before having a calling for documentaries.  
Cafichanta (2000), Raïs Labhar (2002) and J’en ai vu des étoiles (2006) are the first 
episodes of a documentary series devoted to corporations rooted into Tunisian popular 
culture, namely fairground entertainers, tuna fishermen and boxers' corporations. 
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Jérusalem au nom du père et du fils  
Directing: Marc Irondelle and Marc Toulin - 52 minutes 
Production: Mil Sabords - France 
 
The extraordinary work of a family of Armenian 
photographs who, within three generations, have captured 
thousands of pictures from the inhabitants of Jerusalem’s 
daily life since the 1920s. The film recounts the story of this 
family, from the grandfather to the grandson who inherited 
both the heritage and passion of taking pictures. And in the 

background, immortal Jerusalem, land of conflicts. 
 
Marc Irondelle is a journalist. He was the creator and director of Editès editing team 
(communication agency) since 1995. In 1999, he attended a documentary writing workshop 
at the INA. Jérusalem au nom du père et du fils is his first documentary. 
 
Marc Toulin is a director and chief operator. Cofounder of Mil Sabords, he has already made 
many documentaries as an author: namely Roue libre sur l’Afrique (2003), Abadrakan (2000) 
or La source (1998). He has also made reportage images for the magazines Thalassa 
(France 3) or Zone Interdite (M6). 
 
 
 

 
Les pieds noirs, histoires d’une blessure (Les anné es 
romantiques)  
Directing : Gilles Perez – 2006 - 80 minutes 
Production: Treize au Sud - France 
 
Composed of personal accounts and family archives, this 
documentary tells the Pieds-Noirs. The history of the Pieds-Noirs is 
above all the history French Algeria: a history of conquest, colony 
created on a foreign land, by the Pieds-Noirs, a population made of 
Spanish Republicans, Italians fleeing fascism, Malteses fleeing 
poverty or Parisian workers. They are for the majority descendants 
of these people of modest means who will be chased out of Algeria 
by war in 1962. The richest colonists were careful to flee long 
before. When they arrive in mainland, people find them too different 
to consider them French. They were called exploiters, fascists who 

refused to give Algerians their independence. And to make this misunderstanding even 
worth, the repatriated persons are going to let the far-right take over their words. 44 years 
later, in thousands of families, the elders feel the need to tell the story of a different past: the 
diversity of their origins, the complexity and richness of this "melting pot" culture, each 
personal story bringing a new light on collective history.  
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Gilles Perez is an author and a filmmaker. Between 2003 and 2005, he directs Génération 
FLNC, a documentary on Corsican nationalism. In 2003 En quête d'Ingrid, the portrait of 
Ingrid Betancourt broadcast, among others, on Canal+ and which received the SCAM grant. 
Drogues, paroles de toxicomanes are five short-films made for the European Commission. 
L'Europe frappée au cœur : four short-films on war on terrorism in Europe. Paroles de 
victimes : 20 short-films on the victims of terrorism in Europe. Nés avec préservatif: educative 
film on the state of pandemic prevention among youngsters. Sida: Paroles de Jeunes : the 
lives of five young persons between 17 to 25, three of them being HIV positive.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Forgotten  
Directing: Driss Deiback - 2006 - 80 minutes 
Production: Sur Films – Germany / Spain / Morocco 
 
The film traces a line from the historical events of 1930s 
Spain and before, to the contemporary escalation of the 
clash of cultures. For centuries Spain has always been a 
country where different cultures encountered and 
engaged one another, sometimes violently. Today, Spain 
forms the south-western border of the EU. Separating 
Europe from Africa and the Islamic world, it lies within the 
focal point of international developments. The Spanish 
Civil War has been viewed from many different 
perspectives: the International Brigades, the involvement 
of Nazi-Germany, Mussolini's support, the Civil War as a 
prelude to World War 2, and the 72 countries that took 
part in hostilities. But the role of Muslim soldiers in this 
European conflict has hardly been shown in documentary 

films until now. Seventy years later, it is high time to let the survivors - and only a few remain 
- speak about their experiences. Unwittingly they helped decide the fate of Spain and Europe 
in a war, in which whoever won, they could only emerge from as the forgotten. 
 
 
Driss Deiback was born in Melilla. He graduated in film direction at the Film Conservatory of 
Paris. In 1988, he published his first novel "The Memories of Don Alberto" and settled in Los 
Angeles where he wrote various film scripts and shot two short 35mm films: Sandy and 
Aberration. In 1996, in New York, he made his first feature-length film, The Refuge. A thriller 
he wrote and directed, taking place both in Melilla and New York. The film was selected by 
Kodak to be shown at the Berlin Film Festival, as part of a showcase of US independent 
cinema. 
In 2002, Deiback wrote and produced the documentary Natural de Melilla shot in his 
hometown. An X-ray view of Melilla Jews, Christians and Muslims, with their varied, 
vehement opinions on religion, movies, politics and homosexuality. In 2005 he made a 
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documentary for NDR (Germany) about Melilla as the back door entry of desperate sub-
Saharan immigrants. 
 
 
 
 

 
Wasted 
Directing: Nurit Kedar - 2007 - 70 minutes 
Production: Beaufort Limited Partnership - Israel 
 
 
In a small enclave at the foot of an ancient 
Crusader fortress, stands the Beaufort Post.  
Young men have died here for the last 1,300 
years: Saracens and Crusaders and more 
recently, Israelis and Lebanese. The Beaufort 
Post has attained mythical status for 

generations of Israelis  
It’s the site of one of the most controversial battles of the Israeli Army’s occupation of 
Southern Lebanon. High up on this hill, above a cluster of clouds, a fortress of young 
soldiers lived and fought and died. Wasted is their story.  
 
 
Nurit Kedar is a producer and director of documentaries. 
Her television credits include Senior Producer at the CNN bureau in Jerusalem and an 
Executive Producer of Israeli Channel 2. 
She is an acclaimed Israeli documentary filmmaker. All her films were aired on Channel 
2 broadcasting network, Israel. Most of them were aired on international networks, 
amongst: ARTE, ARD, VPRO, Canal Plus, NHK, Multicanal-Spain, RAI-Italy, Planete-
France, to name a few…   
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"First Creation" 
 
 
 

 
Je prends ton mal  
Directing: Antoine Chaudagne - 2005 - 52 minutes 
Production: Antoine and Stéphanie Chaudagne - France 
 
Armenia 2004. 
The war against Azerbaijan, the former « brother » of the Soviet 
Republic, ended 10 years ago. Peace has officially not been 
signed today. 
That’s through the Caucasian gatherings that people loosen their 
tongues and that speeches unveil how the relation with 
Azerbaijani is ambiguous: they are both enemies and comrades. 
One drinks, sings, dances and cries… mixing music and vodka. 
 
 

Antoine Chaudagne was born on June 29th 1975 in Paris. He 
graduated in 1997 from the EDHEC (Prestigious Management College) and from Krakow 
Akademia Ekonomiczna (Poland). Consultant in cooperation and development projects 
(Ukraine, Georgia), namely for the European Union. Between 1999 and 2002, he made 
several traditional music recordings in Ethiopia and Armenia, which led him to the release of 
two discs of Armenian music and also to organise concerts within the framework of the 
“Festival de l’Imaginaire" in Paris in 2002 (House of World Cultures). Since 2002, he 
conducts town planning reconnaissance in Eastern Europe: an article about the Serbian town 
Novi Pazar for Regard sur l’Est, documentary film project with the festival « Image de Ville » 
on the process of rebuilding in Mostar in Bosnia and Herzegovina, documentary film project 
on mine towns in industrial Donets Basin (Ukraine). 
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Palestine Blues   
Directing: Nida Sinnokrot – 2006 - 73 minutes 
Production: Nida Sinnokrot, Dulab Films in association with 
Radioaktive Films – Palestino-Americain 
 
What is left for Palestinian farmers who learn that in 24 hours the 
Israeli Army will confiscate their Lands for the construction of a 
Security Wall? What do people do when their very survival is 
threatened by one of the world's most powerful armies? 
 
Palestine Blues tells the story of a village's confusion, desperation 
and resistance, their daily victories and wrenching defeats. Filmed 
at times with a hidden camera and at times under extreme duress, 
Palestinian-American filmmaker Nida Sinnokrot gives us a lasting 

chronicle of a people and their ancient life-giving orchards, ever threatened by destruction. 
Born during a reconnaissance for an art project about water, Palestine Blues is involved, 
physically confronted, but does also meditate those landscapes that change in a context of 
violence, and at the resistance of men and women in adversity. 
  
Nida Sinnokrot, after completing his undergraduate studies in Radio, Television and Film at 
the University of Texas at Austin, moves to New York where he received an MFA in Film and 
Video from Bard College. He has recently finished attending Whitney Museum of American 
Art Independent Study Program. His installations, exploring the complex political realities of 
Diaspora through a phenomenological approach, have been welcome and awarded in the 
States as well as abroad. Palestine Blues is his first documentary film. 
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Ritorni   
Directing: Giovanna Taviani - 2006 - 52 minutes 
Production: Nuvola Film in collaboration with G.B. Palumbo 
Editore and Yenta Production - Italy 
 
During summer break, people from North African countries 
living in Europe return to their lands of origin to spend their 
holidays, thus going the opposite way of their first passage 

toward Europe, the one of emigration. How did they build their identity, made of return trips 
between two shores, two cultures? This is the question the filmmaker asks, through the 
accounts of three intellectuals: Karim Hannach, Tunisian teacher, the Algerian author Assia 
Djebar, and the Moroccan author Tahar Ben Jelloun . 
 
Giovanna Taviani, an author and Modern Literature teacher, has written about Luigi 
Pirandello and Pasolini. Since 1997, she manages the magazine 'Allégorie' and writes for the 
magazines 'Cinecritica' and 'Eidos'. She is also in charge of the films collection about 
literature and cinema intended for education. She directed her first documentary, I nostri 30 
anni. Generazioni a confronto in 2004. 
 
 
 

 
 The champagne spy   
Directing: Nadav Schirman – 2007 - 90 minutes  
Production: July August Production, Lichblick-Film 
Gmbh - Israel/Germany  
 
 
Oded is just 12 years old when his father reveals to him 
being a Mossad agent and makes the boy swear to 
secrecy because his life depends on it. 
While he leaves on his mission to Cairo as Wolfgang 
Lotz – ex Nazi millionaire and horse breeder – Oded 

and his mother remain alone in Paris, waiting anxiously for his return. Now Oded breaks a 
long silence and journeys into his father's real and covert identities, revealing the heavy price 
paid by his family, trapped in the shadows of espionage. 
  
Nadav Schirman, son of a diplomat, grew up in Paris, Montreal, Brussels, Tel Aviv and in the 
US. “The Champagne Spy” marks his debut as director and screenwriter. 
"Espionage has always fascinated me. During the work on the film and after meeting any 
agents I realized that it's not a glamorous job at all but rather a grey and very lonely one." 
Nadav Schirman is currently preparing his fiction debut –The second life of Abraham Potz 
(Belgium-France 2008) based on the novel by the same name. 
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VHS-Kahloucha   
Directing: Néjib Belkadhi - 2006 - 80 minutes 
Production: Imed Marzouk Porpaganda 
production - Tunisia 
 
Great fan of 70's genre movies, Moncef 
Kahloucha, a house painter, shoots hilarious 
films on VHS with the help of the inhabitants of 
Kazmet, a poor district of Sousse (Tunisia). He 
produces, directs and stars in his films. 
His films are an opportunity for the locals to get 

away from their dull lives and to experience unique moments, from preparation to the 
screening of the movie in the local café. 
Our camera followed Kahloucha shooting his latest film: "Tarzan of the Arabs".  
 
 
Nejib Belkadhi was born in 1972 in Tunis. After a degree in commercial and economical 
studies, he began an acting career starring in cinema, theatre and television series as well. In 
1998 he directed and hosted successful TV shows for Canal+ Horizons in Tunis. In 2002, he 
founded Propaganda Production with a friend, Imed Marzouk. He directed and produced the 
fake reality show Dima Labess on Tunisian television. VHS-Kahloucha is his first feature 
documentary. 


